
Allotment meeting 25th January 2020. 
 

Following a report of four break-ins and theft from the allotments meeting arranged to discuss 

options for the way forward. 

 

Saturday 25th January 2020 at 12:30.   

 

Total 22 plot holders present and Cllr Saunders and Cllr Sawyer.  No police present. 

 

Mention was given that not all plot holders were aware of a meeting however at short notice after 

events this may not always be possible due to not all tenants having Email or contact numbers. 

 Better communication is requested where possible.  When we send out our next communication we 

could ask for updated contacts. 

 

Items noted as missing: 

Power and machinery tools, 

Cultivators, 

Strimmers, 

One person over £2,000 

Another over £1,000. 

Generally all are aware that it is their responsibility.   

 

Items have been taken mainly from sheds which have been broken into and locks broken.  So far no 

produce ( veg or fruit ) has been taken from any plot. 

 

Sue Shorter comments that people have been trespassing on the allotments in the middle of the 

day as well as the night. 

 

Places in which access has been gained is via the main entrance gate as well as cutting the boundary 

fence in several places adjacent to the community orchard.  Access to the orchard was via cutting of 

the lock on the gate in the church car-park. 

It should be noted that the fence along the community orchard does not have hedging like the rest 

of the fence. 

Some gaps in the hedge between the main car-park and the orchard have seen evidence of 

attempted cutting for entry. 

 

What can we do next? 

The following items were discussed and ideas recorded for further discussion at future council 

meetings. 

 

Was mentioned that we need to think like a thief if we were to stop a thief. 

 

Security lighting:  We could use solar lighting as a deterrent.  These can be fitted to sheds and 

light up when people walk passed.  This was thought as a possible deterrent. 

Dummy cameras:  These could be placed on sheds etc... But was felt by the majority that they 

would not have any affect. 

Hide power tools:  Idea was mentioned to hide tools not in sheds but where? 

Storage container:  a communal container would be secure and anything of value would be locked 

and very difficult to break into. 



Boundary fencing:  was mentioned however all was in agreement that the current fence is 

adequate and if someone wanted to break in they still would.   

However it should be noted that approx 15mins later one person brought the subject up again and 

said we need high security fencing.  The only type of fence to really make it difficult and secure 

would not be affordable without significant price increases and the majority agreed again the 

current fence is adequate. 

Security firm with dogs: was suggested but thought not adequate as they would only visit for a 

short time and any thief would see them and just wait and come back later. 

Back gate onto road near church: this gate has a void above the gate where the hedge does not fill 

in above the gate.  Someone has been observed as climbing over and through the void.  Can 

something be done to fill the gap? 

Hedging to fill gaps:  John Graham has already contacted regarding new hedging plants to in-fill 

the boundary fence.  It was strongly suggested we follow this up with some urgency as its a good 

time of year to plant and also the offer may not be available for long. 

Camera on Church:  it was suggested about a camera on the church covering the far end of the 

allotments where the majority of the break-ins have been happening.  I believe the church are not 

interested in installing CCTV however could the council install a camera on the church?   

Camera covering the entrance:  could a camera cover the entrance gate to the allotments? 

Gate from church car-park to Orchard: can this gate be taken away and fenced?  Do the church still 

require access to the orchard?  If not then there is no real requirement for it and all access can be 

via Falmouth place.  This could make it easier to make secure with hedging. 

Locks for the gate:  two padlocks for the access gate and everyone informed.  Everyone will need 

to be informed by letter and this could be a great time to ensure all contact details are up to date. 

 

Regarding any upgrade of CCTV is might be a good idea to ask companies what they could offer if 

we state what areas we need to cover instead of asking for a like for like replacement.  This has the 

benefit of them telling us what technology would be suitable and which areas and how many 

cameras we could have as a package rather than us saying X amount when we could have had more 

for the same price.  Technology could include solar cameras, battery cameras, internet connections 

etc...  This could then cover the car-park, allotments, pavilion, play areas, and provision for new play 

areas. 

 

At the end of the meeting everyone was reminded that items would need to be discussed and any 

actions approved by the council.  It was also reminded that if anyone wished to attend the council 

meetings to Email the clerk so that provision can be made to accommodate as many as possible 

otherwise we could be in the situation that not everyone can get into the room to attend. 

 

Also Cllr Saunders mentioned that the current Rec regeneration meetings could have a regular 

Allotment slot as they fall under the amenities and open spaces. 

 

If anyone had any other items they wish to raise then they can contact us and details are on the 

parish council web-site. 

 

The meeting lasted until approx 13:33 and after the meeting Cllr Saunders walked round to take 

photos of the allotments and rec ground. 

 

Councillor Saunders 

26
th

 January 2020. 

 
Report ends. 


