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Capel 
 

United 
 

Church 

Pastoral Letter 
 
Dear All, 
How do you react when you hear the word ‘change’?  
For some, it is exciting; for some it is worry-making; for 
yet others, challenging. Probably all of those things for 
each of us, depending on the ‘change’ involved! 
 
Each spring in our hemisphere, we look forward to the 
changes in daylight hours, in birdsong, in field and 
hedgerow flowers. In recent years, I have enjoyed 
looking out for my first sight of the bluebells in the 
woods which border the road west of Tudeley and for 
the green haze which appears on the fields in Five Oak 
Green as new shoots grow.  
 
Fifty years ago, our nation’s currency changed to use the decimal system of 
money – many wondered how they would cope but they did. One year ago, as 
we think back to last Spring, no doubt we will reflect on all the changes we 
have experienced due to coronavirus - personally, nationally and across the 
world. Some of those changes have been positive ones – an increase in 
neighbourliness in many places; and an increase in appreciation of our 
National Health Service and all those who care for others. Other changes 
brought by the onslaught of the virus have been the cause of pain and loss and 
we will need to continue to recognise this in the months to come, to offer care 
and compassion to all those who have suffered losses during this time, whether 
of loved ones, employment opportunities, or particular hopes and dreams for 
the future.  
 
The season of Lent continues through to the end of March, and is a time when 
the Church continues spend time reflecting about God’s story and our place 
within that; reflecting upon the changes which Jesus brought into being by his 
life on earth, through his ministry, and then, next month, reflects on his 
crucifixion and resurrection to new life. Those who encountered Jesus were, 
and are, constantly challenged by the changes he brought to ways of thinking 
and doing - changes in the ways of interacting with those who, previously, had 
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been ignored, shunned, or exploited by society and the interests of others.  
 
Jesus lived out his message, the good news of the gospel, that in God’s 
‘Kingdom’ which is both now and to come, all are welcome, all are loved and 
valued. This good news does not, has not, nor will not change. It is the task of 
the Church to enable others to experience this love for themselves. During 
Lent, Capel United Church has put together a programme of different activities 
to help everyone to reflect and to suit all ages and preferences for degrees of 
interaction. Do check out the details about this in the article on page 4 or on the 
church website. Whether we decide to grapple with large chunks of material or 
can only spare just small moments of time to use some of the Lenten 
resources, I pray that each will help you to discover the wonderful changes 
which knowing Jesus brings to life. Jesus said “Are you tired? Worn out? 
Burned out on religion? Come to me. Get away with me and you’ll recover your 
life. I’ll show you how to take a real rest. Walk with me and work with me - 
watch how I do it. Learn the unforced rhythms of grace. I won’t lay anything 
heavy or ill-fitting on you. Keep company with me and you’ll learn to live freely 
and lightly.”  [‘The Message’ version of Matthew 11, vv 28-31]  
 
Fancy a life-giving change? Ask a Christian neighbour near you about this or try 
Church. 
        With very best wishes, 

          Wendy 

 

PS News of another change: this will be my last Pastoral Letter for the Parish 
Magazine as I will be leaving Capel United Church at the end of March. I am 
thankful for all that you have shared with me during the last three years and will 
continue to hold the parish and all its activities in my prayers. 

Prayers 
 

• For healing and hope for all those who are ill or sad or lonely or 
frightened 

• For comfort for those who are grieving 

• For protection for all keyworkers who are striving on our behalf to 
maintain essential services during the coronavirus pandemic  

• For wisdom for all those in authority within and over communities, large 
and small – that they may exercise it for the benefit of all 

• For lasting peace amongst and between nations, and for the just 
treatment of all sections of society 

• For all to be able to find moments of reflection about Jesus during this 
season of Lent and to have a new encounter with Him  
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Church Services @ Home during Lent 
 

 
 

Date 

  

Time

* 

  Prepared 

by 

17 Feb tba Ash Wednesday Service 

Details with the link will be sent in the 

notices for 14th Feb 
  

  

Sun 

21 Feb 

  Lent 1 

The greatest story of all time 
  

Mr John Ellis 

Sun 

28 Feb 

  Lent 2 

Catching up with God 
  

Mrs Susie 

Pinder 

Sun 

7 Mar 

  Lent 3 

Jesus was in the transformation 

business 
  

Mr John Ellis 
& Rev Mark 

Ball ** 

Sun 

14 Mar 

  Mothering Sunday 

Communicating like Jesus did 
  

Mrs Susie 

Pinder 

Sun 

21 Mar 

  Passion Sunday 

Passing on the story of Jesus 
  

Rev Wendy 

Swan 

Sun 

28 Mar 

  Palm Sunday 

Finding echoes of the story of Jesus 

in our world today 
  

Rev Pamela 

Ive 

Thur 

1 Apr 

tba Maundy Thursday 

Details with will be sent in the notices 
  

  

  

Fri 

2 Apr 

From 

09.30 

Easter Trail opens 

in the grounds of Tudeley Church 
  

  

14.00 Good Friday 

Meditations on Zoom 
  

Rev Pamela 

Ive 

Sun 

4 Apr 

tba Easter Sunday 

Stories of finding Jesus 
  

Rev Jeremy 

Ive 

* Where Services are at home, these will be e-mailed prior to the Service.  

A decision has yet to be made for Easter Sunday 
  

*

* 

The Rev Mark Ball is a full-time Chaplain with the Kent Workplace Mission, 

which Capel United Church supports through its Outward Giving 

programme. 
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Lent Study Discussion Group 2021 
 

These will take place by Zoom each Monday evening at 19.30 – 20.30 

starting on 22nd February. The link for each week will come with the 

Service details sent for the weekend. If you would like to receive this, 

please contact Wendy Swan via wendyaswan@hotmail.com 
 

The discussion will be led by the person who has prepared the Service 

for the preceding Sunday, where thoughts and questions will have 

been left with you to think about.  Please come and join us, even if you 

only listen, to understand more on how we can ‘Live His Story’. 

 
 

 

Date Theme Leader 
  

Mon 

22 Feb 

The greatest story of all time 

Evangelism is rooted in the resurrection 
  

Mr John 

Ellis 

Mon 

1 Mar 

Catching up with God 

Responding to God’s initiative in evangelism 
  

Mrs Susie 

Pinder 

Mon 

8 Mar 

Jesus was in the transformation business 

How personal stories can authenticate the 

gospel for others 
  

Mr John 

Ellis & Rev 

Mark Ball 

Mon 

15 Mar 

Communicating like Jesus did 

Learning how to have life-transforming 

conversations 
  

Mrs Susie 

Pinder 

Mon 

22 Mar 

Passing on the story of Jesus 

How the Spirit guides us as we speak 
  

Rev 

Wendy 

Swan 

Mon 

29 Mar 

Finding echoes of the story of Jesus in 

our world today 

Building a bridge to the good news through 

books and films 
  

Rev 

Pamela Ive 
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From the Church Records 

Funerals 

18th January Janet Sells Kent and Sussex Crematorium, 
Tunbridge Wells 

25th January John Hudgell Kent and Sussex Crematorium, 
Tunbridge Wells 

Funeral and Burial 
  

22nd January Mary Stinton All Saints’, Tudeley 
  

Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 
Matthew 5:4 

 

 Note on Names 
 
I understand that the correspondence last month about the cover title of this 
magazine led to some confusion about what the correct name of the parish 
really is. I apologise if I inadvertently contributed to that confusion and am 
glad to clarify. 
 

The name of the civil parish is Capel  
The name of the Anglican parish within the Diocese of Rochester is 

Tudeley, Capel and Five Oak Green 
The name of the Anglican benefice is Capel United Benefice 
The name of the Christian community which worships and works within 

the parish is Capel United Church 
 

I hope that removes any ambiguity.    John Ellis 

Magazine Committee Chair      

 

Smile Lines 
Don’t be irreplaceable. If you can’t be replaced, you can’t be promoted. 
 
A hangover is the wrath of grapes. 
 
When two egotists meet, it’s an I for an I. 
 
A filing cabinet is a place where you can lose things systematically. 
 
If you think the problem is bad now, just wait until we have solved it.  (Arthur 
Kasspe) 
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Latters Oast Letting Co 
Hartlake Road 

Tudeley: Tonbridge: Kent 
TN11 OPG 

Converted Oast House – luxury apartments 
Furnished accommodation 

 Flexible lettings 
2 bedrooms with bathrooms en suite 

Tennis court, swimming pool (summer) 5 acres 
Heart of Kent countryside – country walks 

Tonbridge or Paddock Wood Station – 10 mins 
Contact: Sally Exall 

Telephone: 07950 002221 - 01732 362340  
 email - sallylatters@aol.com 
www.kentholidaylets.co.uk 
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Parish Chairman’s notes March 2021 
 
Capel Parish Council are pleased to welcome Maddy Boyle as our new Parish 
Manager and Clerk (and legally the ’Proper Officer’). Maddy who started in her 
post on 25

th
 January lives in the centre of Five Oak Green and knows the 

parish well. She was selected from a short list of high quality candidates and 
we wish her well in what we hope will be a long and successful relationship 
with the council. Her role includes writing agendas and minutes for parish 
council meetings and most of its committees (as ‘Clerk’), but she will also be 
managing the allotments, the recreation ground and all of the other assets the 
council owns as well as helping and guiding councillors in their work. Maddy is 
the executive officer of the council and will work closely with our Responsible 
Finance Officer, Helen Munro who handles the finances and the website. 
Maddy can best be contacted at clerk@capelpc.co.uk and Helen at 
finance@capel.pc.co.uk 
 

 

At the time of writing the government have announced that local elections will 
take place on May 6

th
. In Capel there will be four different elections for the 9 

On February 3
rd

 TWBC voted to send the pre-submission Local Plan out to 
consultation. This is known as the Regulation 19 process. This was very 
much against the wishes of Capel Parish Council who have always argued 
against building on the Green Belt in East Capel and Tudeley, both of which 
are also vulnerable to flooding. Despite the Parish Council chairman and 
other objectors taking part in the debate, borough councillors refused to 
overturn the recommendation (though 16 of those present did not vote for it 
which suggests some unease about the plan). In many ways the present 
proposals are even worse for Capel than those put forward last year at the 
draft plan stage (Regulation 18). Despite the 8000 comments from the par-
ish (the vast majority hostile) the number of houses proposed at both sites 
has increased to a total of 4160 in the plan period with the possibility of an-
other 800 at Tudeley later. We have also seen a proposal for a ‘By-pass’ 
around Five Oak Green which would carve its way through the last hop gar-
den in the village and would be completely unnecessary without the Tudeley 
proposal. The Parish Council and other groups will again be opposing the 
plans at this stage. 
The Regulation 19 consultation will last from 26

th
 March to 21

st
 May. We do 

not know what form this will take but it is vital that if you made a comment 
at the previous stage you do so again. Objections will then be looked at 
by a planning inspector at a public enquiry. We need to convince the Inspec-
tor that the plans put forward for Tudeley are unsustainable and that building 
on the Green Belt at East Capel is unnecessary – especially when both sites 
are vulnerable to flooding. The fact that there is a much more sustainable 
site at Castle Hill which the planners refused to consider adds strength to 
the argument. Please keep a look out for further updates in the coming 
months. 

mailto:clerk@capelpc.co.uk
mailto:finance@capel.pc.co.uk
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members of the Parish Council as well as for Borough Councillor, County 
Councillor and Police and Crime Commissioner. The first two of these elections 
are held over from 2020 because of the pandemic. 
We would welcome new candidates for the Parish Council which will be elected 
to serve to 2024. If you would like to stand for election, please contact the clerk 
who will respond to you when the nomination details are available.  
If you would prefer to arrange to vote by post or proxy (given the ongoing 
pandemic), please contact: elections@tunbridgewells.gov.uk 

Hugh Patterson 

WE ARE RECRUITING! 
 
Paddock Wood Community Advice Centre is 
seeking Volunteer Advisers who can commit to at 
least one day per week (9.30am-1.30pm) for a 

minimum of six months. We would particularly like to hear from you if you 
have experience working with debt, housing or welfare benefits. Law 
students wishing to gain experience and apply their skills in practice are 
welcome to apply and encouraged to do so.  
 
About us 
We are a registered company with charity status and all our advisers and 
caseworkers are volunteers. We are a member of Advice UK, the UK’s 
largest support network for free, independent advice centres and we are also 
registered with the Child Poverty Action Group, the Money Advice Service, 
Shelter and Rightsnet for further resources, guidance and support.  
 
What service do we provide? 
We offer a free, confidential, and impartial advice service for Paddock Wood 
and the surrounding areas.  All advisers provide general advice to clients 
about a wide range of issues, including consumer matters, debt and money, 
employment, family (children, domestic abuse and matrimonial), housing 
and homelessness, and welfare benefits.  We also have specialist debt, 
housing and welfare rights caseworkers who help clients manage their 
finances when things become overwhelming, advise about repossessions, 
and represent clients at benefit tribunals to challenge Department of Work 
and Pensions' decisions.  
 
How do I apply?  
For more information and/or to apply for the role, please get in touch with us: 
 
info@pwadvice.org | 01892 838619 
 
Paddock Wood Community Advice Centre | 94 Commercial Road  
 
Paddock Wood TN12 6DP | info@pwadvice.org | 01892 838619 

 

mailto:elections@tunbridgewells.gov.uk
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Flooding Updates from your Borough Councillor 
 
Over the years and more recently the Southern Water (SW) tankers have been 

pumping waste water at Larkfield.  Often this is due to waste pipes that keep 

failing close to Five Oak Green.  I raised this in a meeting with SW and have 

also requested a long-term solution.  Since then SW held a meeting and this 

has been escalated.  I will keep you informed. 

 

KCC have prepared in draft a flood report for Capel (I have written about this 

before), They are awaiting final responses before it is finalised.  

 

Covid Vaccination & Testing News  

As I type, all the snow has gone, for me, the corner has been turned and I am 

looking forward to spring.  I hope that the same is true of Corona virus, many of 

our vulnerable groups have had their first vaccinations and some have had the 

second, we can look forward to more of us being protected. 

 

Vaccination Centre Update:  Most Centres fall under local Primary Care 

Networks and your surgery will contact you with your appointment and details, 

please do not contact surgeries. This is the information at time of writing. 

Howell Surgery, Brenchley/Horsmonden, are using Headcorn and Ticehurst 

surgeries and Headcorn Aerodrome.   

Woodlands Health Centre, Paddock Wood are using Tonbridge Baptist Church, 

Darenth Avenue. 

Waterfield House Surgery, Pembury, uses Masonic Hall, St Johns, Tunbridge 

Wells. 

 

The Angel Centre, Tonbridge is a mass vaccination centre for West Kent, it is 

under the Kent Community Health NHS Foundation Trust. You may receive a 

direct appointment to this centre instead of those listed above.   

 

Testing:  If you are symptom free, testing is available at the Assembly Hall 

Theatre, (AHT direct booking on TWBC website), and the Hop Farm Paddock 

Wood. For further information, booking, or if you have symptoms please click 

on the Covid Banner on the TWBC Website.    All vaccinations and testing at 

any location are by appointment only. 

 

Please try to keep fit and take care of yourself during lockdown.  

Carol Mackonochie 

TWBC Councillor for Capel Ward, 

 

email: Carol.Mackonochie@tunbridgewells.gov.uk   telephone: 01892 832118 

mailto:Carol.Mackonochie@tunbridgewells.gov.uk
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Five Oak Green Service Station 

Five Oak Green, Tonbridge, Kent TN12 6RE 

Tel: (01892) 832067/835411 

 
M.O.T. Test Station 

 

Car & Light Vehicle 
Servicing & Repairs 

 

Vehicle Diagnostic & Scanning 

  
 

LONGBROOKS, KNOWLE ROAD, 
BRENCHLEY TONBRIDGE KENT 

TN12 7DJ 
 

Tel: 01892 725720   Fax: 01892 
725728 

 
e-mail: sales@ellisandson.com 

www.ellisandson.com 

ELLIS & SON 
(VEHICLE BUILDERS) LTD 

 

 

East Peckham Osteopaths 
Anthony Picknett & Louise James 

Plus associates. 

Home practice treating children, sports injuries and all 
muscle and joint problems. Massage also available. 

23 Old Road,  
East Peckham,  

Tonbridge, Kent.  
TN12 5AR 

Telephone: 
01622 873481 
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CAPEL PARISH COUNCIL March 2021 
 
Capel Parish Council   Phone: 01892 837524 
Capel Village Hall,    Email: clerk@capelpc.co.uk or  
Falmouth Place,    finance@capelpc.co.uk  
Five Oak Green   Website: www.capel-pc.org.uk  
Kent, TN12 6RD   
 
Clerk: Madeline Boyle  
Responsible Financial Officer: Helen Monro 
 
Councillors: Mr Hugh Patterson (Chair) Mrs Maggie Fenton (Vice Chair), 
Charles Mackonochie, Trevor Sawyer, Ashley Saunders, Chris Parker, Suzi 
Rich and William Forster. 
 
If you wish to contact any of the Councillors directly please use the following 
email addresses: 
 
Chair - Hugh Patterson - hughpatterson@capel-pc.org.uk 
Vice Chair - Maggie Fenton – maggiefenton@capel-pc.org.uk  
Charles Mackonochie – alvisaoc@aol.com  
Ashley Saunders – ashleysaunders@capel-pc.org.uk 
Chris Parker - chris211261@hotmail.co.uk 
Trevor Sawyer – trevorsawyer@capel-pc.org.uk or 
trevorsawyer2016@icloud.com 
Suzi Rich – suzirich@capel-pc.org.uk  
William Forster – williamforster@capel-pc.org.uk  
 
Office Opening Hours – Our office is currently closed. The Clerk can be 
contacted by email on clerk@capelpc.co.uk 
 
Parish Meetings – The next full Council & Planning meeting will be held on 
Monday 29

th
 March 2021 (held virtually).  Joining instructions will be displayed 

on the agenda which will be posted on the Council website. 
 
Allotments – There is currently a waiting list for allotments, please email 
clerk@capelpc.co.uk to be added to the list.   
 
Plots are allocated following the order of the date of receipt of the application 
form and parishioners who do not already have an allotment will take priority 
over parishioners who already hold a plot.  If you live outside the parish those 
who live in the parish will take priority. 
 
Parish Defibrillators Locations 
1. Capel Primary School, outside wall by reception door.  
2. Five Oak Green recreation ground, on wall of public toilets. 
3. Crockhurst Street, Tudeley, disused BT telephone box. 

mailto:clerk@capelpc.co.uk
mailto:finance@capelpc.co.uk
https://capel-pc.org.uk/
mailto:maggiefenton@capel-pc.org.uk
mailto:alvisaoc@aol.com
mailto:trevorsawyer@capel-pc.org.uk
mailto:suzirich@capel-pc.org.uk
mailto:williamforster@capel-pc.org.uk
mailto:clerk@capelpc.co.uk
mailto:clerk@capelpc.co.uk
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How to use a defibrillator - Defibrillators are extremely easy to use. Although 
they do not all look the same, they all function in broadly the same way.  You 
do not need training to use one. The machine gives clear spoken instructions – 
all you need to do is follow them - and it will not shock someone unless they 
need it. 
 
Dogs & Dog Fouling - If you witness dog fouling or are aware of an owner 
who allows their dog to foul in a public place, and doesn’t clear it up, please 
report this via the Tunbridge Wells Borough Council 
www.tunbridgewells.gov.uk the fine for allowing your dog to foul is £50.00. 
 
Report Litter or Request a Street Clean – Please visit the Tunbridge Wells 
Borough Council website to report litter issues or request a street clean  
www.tunbridgewells.gov.uk/find-and-contact-us/do-it-online/eforms/
report-litter 
 
Kent County Council – Report It Facility - You can report non-urgent issues 
online including streetlight faults; potholes; drainage; traffic signal faults; 
overgrown vegetation (including hedges and grass) 
www.kent.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/reportaproblem 
 
WASTE COLLECTION - Civic Amenity Vehicle changes to the service  
Details can also be found on the Tunbridge Wells Borough Council 
www.tunbridgewells.gov.uk/residents/bins-and-recycling/civic-amenity-
refuse-collection 
 
 
Sandbags Recreation Ground Garage - keys holders are: 
 
Cllr Charles Mackonochie – 07956 920653 
Mr Pete Bamford (Groundsman, Capel Groundcare) – 07535 664497 
 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS  
 
a. 19/03349/FULL Land At Mascalls Farm Badsell Road Paddock Wood 
Tonbridge.  Development of 100 new homes including the provision of 
affordable homes together with access, parking, hard and soft landscaping and 
areas of open space. Recommend Refusal, and to resend previous 
comments on this matter.  
 
b. 20/03602/FULL Spring Farm Colts Hill Five Oak Green Tonbridge 
TN12 6SN Proposal: Erection of single storey side extension (orangery). 
Recommend Approval, noting that it enhances the property and is an 
architectural improvement.  
 
c. 20/03674/FULL 2 Oak Road Five Oak Green Tonbridge Kent TN12 

http://www.tunbridgewells.gov.uk/residents/bins-and-recycling/civic-amenity-refuse-collection
http://www.tunbridgewells.gov.uk/residents/bins-and-recycling/civic-amenity-refuse-collection
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6TA.  Single storey end extension linking house with garage, demolishing 
existing canopy. Recommend Approval.  
 
d. 20/03874/COUNTY Stonecastle Farm Quarry Whetsted Road Five 
Oak Green Tonbridge Kent.  Proposal: Consultation with Kent County Council 
- Request for approval of details pursuant to condition 29 (Landscaping, 
Restoration & Aftercare) of planning permission TW/19/1343. Recommend 
Refusal, to summarise noting that the condition of the planning 
application has not been fulfilled. The wildlife survey evidence to support 
this proposal is limited and there is no reference to birds or to any 
comments from the RSPB. We are concerned that this will not ‘protect 
and enhance’ the plant and animal ecosystem in the area and will in fact 
damage it. We endorse the recommendations made by Hadlow Parish 
Council.  
 
e. 21/00025/COUNTY Stonecastle Farm Quarry Whetsted Road Five 
Oak Green Tonbridge Kent.  Proposal: Details of Ecological Mitigation 
Strategy (Condition 1) & Widening of Haul Road Mitigation Strategy (Condition 
3) pursuant to planning permission. Recommend Refusal, to summarise 
noting that the condition of the planning application has not been 
fulfilled. The wildlife survey evidence to support this proposal is limited 
and there is no reference to birds or to any comments from the RSPB. We 
are concerned that this will not ‘protect and enhance’ the plant and 
animal ecosystem in the area and will in fact damage it. We endorse the 
recommendations made by Hadlow Parish Council. 
 
Full application details and Committees comments can be found for the above 
applications at www.tunbridgewells.gov.uk/planning/applications/search  

or on the parish council website minutes. 

High Weald Walking Festival to return in September 

2021 
Get the date in your diaries; the 
fourth annual High Weald Walking 
Festival will take place Saturday 11 
- Sunday 19 September 2021! After 
a challenging year where many have 
discovered a new-found love of 
walking and enjoying nature, we 
hope to offer both self-guided and 
group walks across the AONB this 

autumn. Sign up to the Festival mailing list to receive all the latest 
updates. 

http://www.tunbridgewells.gov.uk/planning/applications/search
https://highweald.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4314449745fa024cc3c37a609&id=1dc42be3ae&e=1f585e17e0
https://highweald.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4314449745fa024cc3c37a609&id=1dc42be3ae&e=1f585e17e0
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A.w.r Est. 1974 

Building services 
 

A COMPLETE BUILDING SERVICE 

From conception to completion  
Extensions, conversions, loft 

conversions, conservatories, plans 
drawn, drives, plumbing, kitchens, 

bathrooms, wet rooms, internal and 
external decorating, all building 

maintenance 
Free quotations and estimates  
free phone 0800 587 6614 
Mobile    07776182126 

 

 
The Finest Cut 

 

For your lawn and 
gardening needs 

 

Lawns, Beds, Hedges 
and Garden Clearance. 

 

 

Ring: 07733102952 
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News from your Borough Councillor – Update on TWBC new 
Local Plan 

 
My previous article in January covered progress made with the local plan since 
Regulation 18 responses were received. I also noted upcoming TWBC local 
plan meetings, here is a brief summary of those meetings: 
 
Prior to all three meetings Council Members received the TWBC Pre-
Submission Draft Local Plan for the period 2020-2038 and supporting 
Sustainability Appraisal, (Plan), and access to supporting documents. The 
three recommendations at all meetings were, (in short); 1) Plan goes to 
Regulation 19 Consultation, 2) Following Reg.19 the plan goes to the 
Inspector, 3) Head of Planning can make minor modifications with portfolio 
holders’ agreement.  
 
The Planning and Transportation Cabinet Advisory Board met on 11

th
 January.  

The Head of Planning gave a report on the plan, followed by Speakers, (as the 
final speaker I made a robust case against development in Capel**).  Board 
Members voiced their queries and views, then approved all Recommendations. 
 
The plan progressed to Cabinet, on 21

st
 January 2021; after hearing the report 

and speakers, as a Cabinet member (and importantly, representing Capel 
Ward), I raised my objections and voted Against the plan proceeding.  The plan 
was voted through and it went before an Extraordinary Full Council meeting on 
the 3

rd
 February. Speakers made cases both for and against the Local Plan, 

Council Members then expressed their views.  
 
I recognised the benefits of many of the Policies particularly for wildlife and a 
move to a carbon free future.  It would give residents access to social and 
affordable housing; letting people start on the housing ladder or rent a property. 
Nevertheless, Capel could not accept the huge developments; l explained the 
impact this would have on Capel and its residents. In my opinion this was an 
open, unpredictable vote, but I was very disappointed for Capel as the result 
was: 30 For, 6 Against (including my vote), and 9 abstentions.   
 
**Some key points I raised in my speeches:  The projected build in East 
Capel is 2,060 houses, (the majority of the proposed total build at East Cape/
Paddock Wood), on top of this, 2,100 homes at Tudeley. Total = 4,160 homes. 
Capel’s last census in 2011:  915 houses and 2,467 residents; the figures have 
not changed much since the census. Using these figures, it equates to approx. 
2.7 people per dwelling. Using the same calculation and a similar housing mix 
for the 4,160 new homes, this would increase the population by 11,232, giving 
a total population of around 13,700. This does not include the additional build 
out of 700 homes at Tudeley after the plan period to 2038.    
 
In Capel, all land allocated for the plan is Metropolitan Green Belt (MGB), The 
total amount being proposed for allocation now relates to nearly 16% of Capel’s 
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MGB.  The total loss of MGB across the Borough is 408 hectares, 319 of these 
are in Capel. Although totally separate from the TWBC local plan, the KCC 
Mineral Plan will allocate further mineral extraction at Stonecastle Farm Quarry, 
leading to a further large loss of MGB. A massive change for a small rural 
community with orchards, soft fruits, arable and pastureland and amazing 
cultural and heritage assets. The way of life in Capel would be totally changed, 
  
I have been asked if Tudeley or East Capel sites have changed and if so 
how:  Two sites for Tudeley site were originally put forward, one for 5,000 
homes. Part of the site in the NE was removed very early on due to flooding 
issues, which I raised. Another area for housing was estate land lying South/
uphill of the B2017; starting from Goldsmid Hall car park, along Tudeley Road, 
Crockhurst Street, then Alders Road stopping at Half Moon Lane. It reached 
back to in line with Somerhill Home Farm.  I succeeded (via the Planning Policy 
Working Group process), in halting development plans in this area:  Although 
this land is MGB, as is all of Tudeley site, it also forms part of the High Weald 
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB), and has heritage assets. The 
status of AONB is equivalent to that of National Parks. The national policy sets 
out that land cannot be removed from the AONB, unlike MGB.  
 
In Capel, roads form the boundary of AONB; It follows the south side of 
Crittenden and Alders Roads, then runs alongside the B2017 until it joins the 
A21, the AONB, goes across the A21 to include Castle Hill, (Capel), It covers 
many Parishes; i.e. Southborough, also Tunbridge Well to the borders with 
Weald and Tonbridge, Pembury, Matfield and Brenchley, Lamberhurst and 
stretches down to Cranbrook. Hawkhurst, Benenden and Sandhurst. 
 
I argued for no development at East Capel on MGB and especially on Flooding 
issues. I have raised the impact of the developments in Capel (especially Capel 
East), at KCC Flood Risk management meetings.  With residents I attended 
KCC Planning Committees and a Hearing to try and stop Mineral Extraction at 
Stonecastle Farm Quarry and new areas at Moat Farm and off Hartlake Road, 
(not all in Capel), this is relentless. The Upper Medway Internal Drainage Board 
invited me, as a member, to join a Biodiversity project. I hope to improve my 
knowledge and better understand any flood mitigation in wetlands, and in the 
current/future/remediation work at Stonecastle Quarry. At TWBC I instigated 
further flood investigations and changes; also ensuring conditions on 
Stonecastle  Farm Quarry from KCC.  So, a sound knowledge of flooding and 
planning policies helps. 
 
Next Steps and Regulation 19; what you can do: 
Through the preparation of “supplementary planning documents” there will be 
more public engagement for Tudeley and East Capel/Paddock Wood, in 2021 
and particularly in 2022. In the interim, please study the new Local Plan on the 
TWBC website. Additional supporting documents, (seen by members), will be 
available from late February/early March, giving access to all plan documents. 
If necessary, paper copies of all documents can be viewed/Reg 19 
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representations made in a Covid safe environment at the Gateway, Tunbridge 
Wells, (allowed under Covid rules). It is by appointment only, for this/further 
help please contact TWBC Planning Policy.    TWBC’s Local magazine will give 
more general information, due at your home from 15

th
 March. 

 
The Local Plan Regulation 19 consultation, is open for 8 weeks from Friday 
26

th
 March to 5pm, 21

st
 May.  Everyone can make representations at Reg 19 

(even if you didn’t respond to Reg. 18). There will be virtual exhibitions 
explaining the Local Plan and scope of the Reg 19, with video help on how to 
complete and submit a standard form.  If you wish to make a comment, the 
easiest way to make a Reg 19 submission will be via the TWBC portal, it will 
lead you through the online form, with clear and straightforward instructions on 
how to complete.   
   
Representations at Reg19 stage must focus on legal compliance of the plan 
and the tests of soundness. These tests are included in para. 2.1 of the Full 
Council agenda, i.e. is the plan: 
 

• Positively prepared – providing a strategy, which as a minimum, seeks to 
meet the area’s objectively assessed needs; is informed by agreements 
with other authorities, so that the unmet need for neighbouring areas is 
accommodated where its practical to do so and is consistent with 
achieving sustainable development; 

• Justified – an appropriate strategy, taking into account the reasonable 
alternatives and based on proportionate evidence; 

• Effective – deliverable over the plan period, and based on effective joint 
working on cross-boundary strategic matters that have been dealt with 
rather than deferred, as evidenced by the statement of common ground; 
and 

• Consistent with the national policy – enabling the delivery of sustainable 
development in accordance with the policies in this framework; 

 
Essentially it gives scope for people to express their concerns about particular 
sites (i.e. they can argue that they are not consistent with national policy, or are 
not justified by the evidence), the whole strategy (it is not effective, or 
consistent with national policy), or particular policies, through whether they feel 
they comply with these tests. Equally, it gives those who support the plan the 
opportunity to say how they think it meets the tests of soundness.    
 
All representations will be reviewed, processed and passed to the Inspectorate 
for consideration at submission, this is expected to be in November 2021.  
When deciding who to invite to the examination the Inspector will make sure 
that key issues identified, (from representations), are discussed and will invite 
participants accordingly.  Only through examination will the Inspector decide if 
the local plan is sound or not.  Ultimately, a decision will be arrived at only 
through this independent scrutiny when considering the processes and 
consultations in its making, the evidence underpinning it, and work with 
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neighbouring authorities.   
Looking Forward:  Getting the very best outcome for Capel is clearly my aim. 
This means looking at and reacting to decisions being made now that are 
dependent on development taking place. My article in January included master 
planning for both sites (particularly East Capel/ Paddock Wood).  Master 
planning covers: Proportioning the costs, layout within sites, proposed 
infrastructure; Schools, clinics, sports facilities, drainage, roads, flood 
mitigation etc.   
I cannot ignore these, if the plan goes through, it will be TOO LATE to change 
major decisions, especially if my request involves complex changes/capital 
spend increases. The majority of master planning decisions include three 
scenarios: one development goes ahead, (could be either site), both go ahead, 
or neither go ahead. 
In the plan there are two projected by-passes, one for Five Oak Green that 
runs diagonally above the village from Tatlingbury, Capel School area and links 
near the start of the second, lower Colts Hill by-pass, (starting from the Alders/
Crittenden junction, to the B2017 roundabout).  I have requested that major 
flood mitigation, to benefit Five Oak Green and beyond, is included with both of 
these road projects. If these roads proceed I have also requested that Five Oak 
Green will definitely benefit from a quieter and safer B2017 and improvements 
through Tudeley. All these are now being considered.   I have already asked for 
changes to the Tudeley masterplan. 
 
I appreciate that this article includes a lot of information, but I hope you found it 
helpful. Please contact me if you have any queries regarding the new Local 
Plan.  Please stay safe and take care. 

Carol Mackonochie 
TWBC Councillor for Capel Ward 

email:Carol.Mackonochie@tunbridgewells.gov.uk    telephone: 01892 832118 

mailto:Carol.Mackonochie@tunbridgewells.gov.uk
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Do you want to make a profound difference to the lives of 
the next generation? 

Do you have the drive and enthusiasm to help safeguard 

Capel Primary Schools core learning principles of 
ensuring young    people grow a thirst for knowledge, 
develop enquiring minds and successfully refine the skills 
required for life? 

Could you commit to a key role in leading a passionate and 
caring group of professionals, who need the freedom and    

support to pioneer new ideas and methodologies? 

Do you have the confidence to grasp the changing educa-
tional climate and have the vision to ensure our schools not 
only survives but thrives! 

Capel Primary School  
wants to ready children for jobs that do not 
even exist yet, it excites us to see learners 
thriving in our setting and we are looking 
for individuals to join us on our journey. If 
you answered ‘yes’ to any of the questions 
above then I ask you to consider the role of  
 

School Governor. Please contact our 
school office for further details   
 office@capel-tonbridge.kent.sch.uk 
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Five Oak Green Community Gardening 
 
I hope you’re all warm and well. It’s been a very chilly 

week and we were pleased to see the snow. It made a 

nice change as the bare trees were decorated and 

many places looking like Christmas card scenes.  Also 

to not be walking in the slippery mud was a lovely treat. 

It has meant that there was less to do in the garden and 

more time to plan what we are going to grow. 

 

I have quite a lot of seeds now some of which we inherited from Celia’s 

collection. I decided to give some of these a go this year. Armed with my new 

Christmas present my propagator I planted them up with Bedding Geraniums, 

Petunias, Impatiens (Busy Lizzies). The Geraniums have been very successful 

from sowing the seed to pricking them out was 2 weeks 3 days, it was very 

satisfying. They are now growing on in our sitting room and already have 

recognisable scented leaves that is the classic Geranium smell, this never fails 

to remind of my Granny’s. The other seeds haven’t yet germinated and may not 

as I’m not sure whether they’re viable. 

 

Another interest has been looking at Snowdrops, and to be honest I love them 

but never get organised to buy any for the garden, as well as some of the more 

unusual ones being very expensive. I thought they were a little late flowering 

this year and when I looked into this and was reminded they need to go 

through a process of vernalisation. Which in the Snowdrops case basically 

means a cold spell to trigger the flowering. Bluebells are another bulb to buy in 

the green soon, these are best planted this way as are more likely to succeed 

once planted. The garage wall has some lovely crocuses coming through and 

once the milder weather comes will get a chance to shine. However the early 

Daffs may struggle as are looking very sad in the snow, though plants never fail 

to amaze and they could bounce back. I keep checking our planters as well as 

the Daffodils we planted near Falmouth Place and I have noticed their leaves 

starting to poke through. 

 

Spring can start at different times, depending on who you ask. Looking at the 

astronomical calendar the first day of spring is 20 March. The Phenological 

method records dates of reoccurring natural phenomena such as flowering. For 

meteorologists, spring starts on 1 March and runs until 31 May. It’s a very 

exciting time of year when the energy starts to rise again, with the hope of 

better weather around the corner and the fresh green buds opening (can’t 

wait). 

Pruning of the Apple trees in The Community Orchard will need to go ahead 

soon, though at the time of writing this I’m not sure we will be able to go ahead 
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as normal. A preliminary date of 20/03/21 has been set but may change. 

If you are interested in helping could you please email us 

at fiveoakgreenbloom@gmail.com to let us know. Alternatively take a look on 

our Five Oak Green Community Gardening  Facebook Page, where there will 

be  updates. There is a huge choice of seeds to grow at this time of year, 

flowers as well as vegetables. For vegetable growing I recommend looking at 

Charles Dowdings website, No Dig Gardening. Here’s an extract regarding one 

of the pests that has got worse over the years. 

 

Update 2020 about flea beetles: these pests have in the last year become 

more severe, in much of the UK at least. I advise to sow all brassica under 

cover, where possible, because they eat less there, And at Homeacres I do not 

sow radish from end March to mid August, because flea beetles do such 

damage to their tender leaves. I noticed many of the nasturtiums were 

damaged but then grew back in August. 
 

Happy Gardening. 

 

Here’s a picture of my little Geraniums 

 

 
 

Sophie Peers 

mailto:fiveoakgreenbloom@gmail.com
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Mary Diane Stinton 
16 September 1928 – 22 December 2020 

Mike’s Tribute for her Thanksgiving Service - 22 January 2021 
 

Just a matter of a few months 
after dad’s passing, we come 
together to remember our darling 
mum - and grandma - Mary. It 
seems so fitting, in a way, that 
we are here again so soon, since 
mum missed dad so dreadfully – 
and she firmly believed that he 
was preparing a place for her 
beside him. As with dad, we all 
have treasured memories of 
mum. She was a warm, loving, 

energetic, gifted and such a generous mother, who lived for her children, her 
beloved husband and for the wonderfully rich and full life that they created for 
themselves together in this rural community. Mum was ever the optimist, 
with her glass not half, but always full - and her vitality, creativity and 
sense of fun shines through all the photographs of her that we cherish. 
 
Early background Mum was born at the Radcliffe Infirmary on Walton Street 
in Oxford – coincidentally, the same street and just a stone’s throw from 
where we Oxford Stintons live now. At the time, her parents, Fred and Laura 
Eade, resided in Abingdon, from where Grandpa would make the short 
commute to Acott’s, the music shop in Oxford which had employed him as a 
piano tuner after the Great War. It was the winning of this position that had 
brought mum’s parents to Oxfordshire from Streatham and London’s East 
End where both had grown up. Later, they moved to Stephen Road in 
Headington where mum was raised alongside her younger sister, Sue. In 
September 1940 mum was one of the first pupils to attend the newly built 
Milham Ford Girls’ Grammar School down the hill from Headington, at 
Marston. She would sometimes recall jaunts to Shotover Hill to accompany 
her dad on manoeuvres with the Home Guard during the war and, since he 
was furnished with a coveted company car - deemed essential for his piano 
tuning work in villages and towns around Oxford - mum got to know well the 
highways and byways of Oxfordshire. From her mother, Laura, a professional 
seamstress and landlady, mum learned to sew and to cook. Mum’s studies 
went well - her love of music and literature being enhanced by time spent 
with her parent’s lodger, Miss Frith, an educated woman who taught 
domestic science at a local school. Miss Frith seems to have taken mum’s 
cultural education in hand; she introduced her to Shakespeare and to music 
and she took young Mary with her to plays and concerts in Oxford. 
 
A student life in Oxford and early training Listening to mum’s accounts of 
growing up in Oxford during the war, it seems to have been enormous fun for 
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her. She was clearly such a vibrant personality and a beautiful young woman 
and her company was much in demand – mum told us proudly that the local 
boys would queue up to enjoy her company after school by offering to walk her 
bicycle all the way up Headington Hill - it’s very long and steep! Leaving school 
just after the war, mum trained at college in Portsmouth whilst spending time in 
the holidays with her friends in Oxford.  
 
It was during her years of teacher-training that mum’s true brilliance as a 
communicator and teacher began to shine. Teaching was clearly an ideal 
choice for mum, as it brought together all her personal qualities – her sharp 
intelligence, her love of literature, history and nature, her musical and theatrical 
gifts - and her innate wit and charm, together with a natural ability to 
communicate. Mum made learning joyful and fun. 
 
Teacher training, early career and marriage Whilst in Portsmouth, at 
Kimble’s night club, it was inevitable that the beautiful and eligible Mary Eade 
was to be found on the arm of some dashing suitor - but one evening we 
understand that a certain Kenneth Stinton took his chance to ask for a dance, 
and that fateful evening they had eyes only for each other. Dad’s two-year 
period of naval service overseas in the Korean campaign and mum’s first 
teaching post in Nottingham could so easily have brought the romance to an 
end, but instead it continued to blossom via regular correspondence until, 
finally, they could be reunited. It was characteristic of mum’s lack of inhibition 
that it was she, not dad, who instigated the marriage proposal by popping the 
question in the garden of the Trout Inn at Wolvercote - symbolically the venue 
that was chosen nearly 60 years later to celebrate mum’s 80th birthday. As part 
of “the marriage deal”, it was a condition of mum’s that dad join Civvy Street 
and soon they were married at the beautiful St Andrew’s Church in Headington. 
A move to Plymouth to teach, and children soon followed – Chris, the first of us 
five, in 1953, when dad was still a serving Naval Officer. To say that mum and 
dad were a devoted couple doesn’t do justice to the deep love that they felt for 
one another throughout their lives. Their large family of five children was an 
outward manifestation of that love and of their successful union. Earlier in the 
service, Emily and Katy read mum’s Ode to Marriage – Sixty Plus, which she 
penned in 2015. It perfectly sums up how the two felt about each other over the 
68+ years of their marriage. 
 
Mother and Grandmother It is hard to put into the words the full scope of 
mum’s ability as a mother and her devotion to her family – but you could say 
that she “aced it”! All five of us can reflect on the idyllic upbringing that we had 
first at the School House, then at Orchard Cottage, just up the lane, where we 
had the freedom to roam, without a care, the hop gardens, orchards and 
hedgerows in this Garden of England. In an era when male and female roles in 
a marriage were more traditionally delineated, mum proved to have in 
abundance all the skills required on the domestic front – reading to us children, 
cooking, sewing and preparing picnics for jaunts to the seaside at St Mary’s 
Bay.  
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Teacher and Life in the local Community. Whilst dad was the village 
schoolmaster, mum’s role with him in taking on the job at Capel School should 
not be underestimated. Together, over a period of more than 32 years, they 
transformed it into a very happy and high-achieving school, allowing it to 
expand as the community grew in size and bringing about many initiatives. 
Whilst dad developed allotments and hand craft for the boys, mum instigated 
sewing and needlework for the girls – and for everyone, country dancing, 
singing and recorder groups. Just as for dad, this teaching job at the school 
wasn’t just a job, it was a Way of Life for them both - and they did it with total 
commitment and a sense of duty for the welfare of the children. It has been so 
wonderfully comforting to read the loving comments about both Mary and Ken 
that have been posted by generations of former pupils in the village newsletter. 
 
Hobbies and Leisure Pursuits When we were growing up, whilst it was the 
home that was the focus of mum’s attention, it was complemented by a lively 
participation with her husband in the local badminton club and, later, mum’s 
membership of the Tonbridge Philharmonic Society. This gave mum a weekly 
outing for her wonderful soprano voice, singing all the great choral works under 
the baton of Director of Music, John Cullen. Both at school and in the home, 
she encouraged her children to enter the Capel Gardeners’ Show competitions 
for displays and flower arrangements that would often carry away the prizes! 
Mum was the devoted mother – after her family duties were done and the 
children in bed, she would turn to her school work and preparation for the next 
day’s lessons, something she took very seriously indeed. I think it is testament 
to her professionalism as teacher, that after two years in her class, Mike found 
himself sometimes calling mum “Mrs Stinton” at home. But, of course, mum’s 
whole approach to life was informed by a love of learning, a gratitude for life - 
and a sense of wonder in the world, for which she never, ever, lost her sparkle. 
 
Retirement Mum and dad decided to retire together in 1989. Although they 
both missed the school, they loved spending their time together and the 
opportunities that retirement brought after such a busy working life. They went 
on to enjoy over 30 years of happy activity, including travel to distant shores - 
USA, Scandinavia, New Zealand, France and Italy – and to give further service 
to the community. Membership of both the Tonbridge Oast Theatre and the 
Angel Centre’s indoor bowls club were real highlights. 
 
Mary’s role in running the local WI choir was a particular highlight. Working with 
a group of local women, she would conduct the choir at Christmas services and 
at village entertainments, often choosing particular themes in a sort of Old Style 
Music Hall. Carrie remembers joining mum’s rehearsals when needed. 
Although her rehearsal style could be unorthodox, she was hugely successful 
and she was loved by all the choir members for creating that sense of fun! 
These mirrored the school plays that she used to love to write for her children, 
often picking up local stories, such as that of the Hoppers Hospital in Five Oak 
Green, bringing to life for the children aspects of the village’s community and 
heritage. Mum’s skill with words also made her an important member of the 
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village’s local history society - she took great pleasure in researching the local 
community and writing about it in a number of publications that she authored. 
We all loved the little odes and rhyming verse that she would put together for 
celebrations. Mary and Ken’s long association with All Saints’ and their 
friendship with Rosemary d’Avigdor Goldsmid, created an acquaintance with 
the artist, Marc Chagall, and together they campaigned for the installation of 
the full cycle of his wonderful windows in this church. Mum became an 
authority on them and was often called upon to guide visiting groups. 
 
Whilst mum and dad enjoyed the most active and purposeful of retirements, 
they also took great pride in following the achievements of their children and 
grandchildren. Orchard Cottage was a great place to host visits from the twelve 
grandchildren and mum deployed all the skills that she had developed as a 
teacher to enrich and enliven their lives. Katy remembers all the fun of baking 
with Grandma, learning to make pastry, singing, dressing up and dancing in the 
kitchen. The trips up the lane to see the lambs and the excursions to the 
theatre to see productions, such as Fiddler on the Roof. Cici remembers how 
Grandma could sometimes be naughty in a fun way – “let’s be devils, shall 
we?” was one of her favourite expressions. And, as mum wrote in her Ode to 
Marriage, whilst Ken provided the Yorkshire grit, it was Mary who brought the 
Oxford gaiety! They complimented each other perfectly. 
 
Katy Hamilton wrote recently from Alabama, joyfully asserting that mum was 
someone who sparkled with a sense of perpetual fun and optimism – and by 
doing so, everyone shared it and loved her for it. No-one could have loved her 
more than her beloved Ken, though, and she loved him in equal measure, 
missing him so much when he passed away in September. Even to the last, 
though, mum kept cheerful and optimistic, sustained by her pride in her family, 
the loving care and kindness of the devoted staff at Cornford House - and by 
the sure and certain belief that she would be soon reunited with her husband in 
the care of Jesus. 
 
Whilst we will miss mum terribly we can be comforted and uplifted by the 
knowledge that mum and dad led a long, deeply fulfilled and very happy life 
together. And we can rejoice and be grateful for all the memories of a long life 
well lived and a good life that touched for the better the lives of so many others. 

 

Smile lines 
 
The most welcome guest is the one who knows when to go home. 
 
Being popular on Facebook is like sitting at the cool table in the cafeteria of a 
mental hospital. 
 
Why do they lock petrol station bathrooms? Afraid that someone will clean 
them? 
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Rural Focus Press Group and Macintyre Hudson Finance 
information column 

 
Scams – fraud – are devastating for victims.  Entirely innocent people lose 
money and businesses are far from exempt.  Even when financial loss isn ’t 
involved, the injured parties feel violated and betrayed. They often feel foolish 
but this completely overlooks the sophisticated techniques used by perpetra-
tors. 
 
During the pandemic there has been notable increase in scams because 
criminals have adapted to the rise in online transactions which sometimes 
make it easier to harvest financial details. The crooks use telephone calls, 
emails and texts to offer services and goods at amazing prices. They often 
attempt to persuade intended victims to click on links.  They advertise in the 
press – national and regional –promising unbeatable returns on investments.  
They have well designed websites to attract intended victims.  They gain ac-
cess to an individual or a business by posing as someone representing a 
bank, a utility company, a large retailer – even a registered charity.  Incidents 
have been reported involving scammers trying to win the confidence of vic-
tims by saying they are an official from the local council, the police – even the 
government. Scammers use techniques such as posing as financial advisors 
or investment managers.  They invite attendance at online seminars, exhibi-
tions and ‘advisory sessions’. 
 
The provision of most financial services activities in the UK are regulated by 
the FCA (Financial Conduct Authority) and a firm providing such services 
must be authorised and registered.  The FCA operates a number of schemes 
designed to help and protect investors such as the Financial Services Com-
pensation Scheme, the Ombudsman Service, et cetera.  Anyone using the 
services of an unauthorised firm will not have access to these services and it 
will be very difficult – probably impossible – to get money returned when 
things go wrong.  
 
Many scams are based in other countries but they may appear to have a UK 
presence based on an address in a highly prestigious area – often in the City 
of London.  Once scammers have been successful they often attempt to re-
peat the exercise in a different format – or they obtain money by selling vic-
tim’s details to other criminals seeking easy pickings. 
 
The FCA Warning List (www.fca.org.uk/fca/scamsmart) affords valuable in-
formation. 
Mark Lumsdon-Taylor, senior corporate consultant at MHA, comments: 
“Scammers are often knowledgeable, highly intelligent individuals who use 
their abilities to commit deliberate acts of fraud that can have devastating 
effects for individuals.  They also target businesses - generally in the SME 
sector but there have been incidents when then they have managed to break 
through sophisticated security systems operated by major companies”. 

Pat Crawford 

http://www.fca.org.uk/fca/scamsmart
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**GOLDSMID HALL** 
 

This superb Arts and Crafts Hall is 
now available to hire for your special 
events. 
 

As well as the magnificent Hall, the 
facilities include 
 

- fully fitted kitchen,  
- separate meeting room, 
- disabled access and toilet, 
- loop for the hearing impaired 
- sound system for hire  
 

For more details, contact John Spoor 
on 01892 835137 
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From the Kent & Sussex Courier 

Friday 25 March 1921 

 

TUDELEY BENEFIT CONCERT 

A capital concert under the auspices of the Ancient Order of Foresters and 

Friends was given at the Goldsmid Hall, Tudeley, Wednesday week, for the 

benefit of Bro. W. Delves, who has been ill for 14 years. An orchestra, under 

the able conductorship of Mr. W. Jenner, rendered ‘Sons of the Brave’, ‘Poet 

and Peasant’, ‘lolanthe' and ‘The Great Little Army’. Messrs. Page and 

Humphrey gave an excellent cornet duet ‘Two Jolly Boys’. The vocal part of 

the concert was opened by Mr. W. Lee who sang ‘Niaane’ followed by Miss J. 

Nice, who received a well-deserved encore for her song ‘Smith, Robinson 

and Brown’. She then gave that popular number ‘Bubbles’. A humorous item 

‘Our Village’, by Messrs. Froud and Dyball, caused roars of laughter and was 

encored. Mr. H. Chandler contributed ‘A Devonshire Wedding’, his fine bass 

voice being heard to advantage. 

 

The second part of the programme opened with a humorous play in one act, 

all the characters being sustained by Tudeley residents. Mr. S. W. Waterman 

acted well as Ernest Barrington (a young lawyer), and the part of Billings (his 

servant) was in the capable hands of Mr. G. Hodgkin. Tobias Puddicombe 

(from the country), played by Mr. Jack Young, raised many laughs, especially 

when badly hen-pecked by his wife (Mrs. Puddicombe), well portrayed by 

Mrs. Jack Young. Ethel (their daughter) was a part that was safe in the hands 

of Miss Jones. As Monsieur Petitpoir (a Frenchman), Mr. G. Green gave a 

really clever impersonation of a flustered French husband. Mrs. E. Moore 

was dainty as Madame Ernestine (his wife). 

 

The play was followed by a song,’ I’m not going to play Second Fiddle’ by 

Miss J. Nice. A vocal duet ‘Watchman’, by Messrs. Lee and H. Chandler, was 

loudly encored. Mr. Froud gave ‘Don’t diddle daddle on the way’, the 

audience taking up the chorus. Mr. T. D. Harris (honorary member of the 

Court) thanked all the artistes for their services and congratulated the 

Committee on obtaining such excellent talent. Mr. C. Earl decorated the 

platform with flowering plants from Somerhill, and Miss Mathers and Mr. M. 

T. Nightingale carried out the duties of accompanists. The stage 

management was in the capable hands of Mr. Frank Coomber. 

 

Researched by Graham Rolando  

Capel History Society: For pictures and much more information about 

Capel’s past, please visit the website https://capelhistory-co-

uk.webnode.com/history 

https://capelhistory-co-uk.webnode.com/history
https://capelhistory-co-uk.webnode.com/history
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Les Large - a farmer’s boy 
 
Many older residents will fondly remember Les Large, who was born in Five 
Oak Green in 1922, lived here all his life and died, aged 80, in 2002. With 
Mick Moon and Tom Jenner he was one of the ‘Last of the Summer Wine’ trio 
who looked after St. Thomas’s Churchyard, which is where he and his wife, 
Bridie, lie at rest. 
 
Les recorded his memoirs, which open a window on the life of a young lad 
before WW2. An edited version of this chapter of his life has been posted on 
Capel History Society’s website - https://capelhistory-co-uk.webnode.com 
 
To whet your appetite here are a few brief extracts:- 
 
“I was taken to school by my sister who was then about 13 years old. We 
lived at no.4 Bridge Cottages over the railway bridge next to what was then 
Tully’s carpenters’ shop. Of course, we had to walk to school in those days, 
but there wasn’t the volume of traffic that there is today. We have kerbs and 
pathways today that were absent then, but the grass verges were always 
kept neat and tidy. We put on small plays, in one Mick Moon was the 
policeman, Jean Funnell the maid, Ron Jenner the tramp, and I was the 
manservant complete with tails.” 
 
“My father met my mother whilst working at Ploggs Hall Farm. She had come 
down from London for the hop picking with my gran. My mother had lost her 
first sailor husband in the Great War, drowned when H.M.S. Hogue, on patrol 
in the North Sea, was sunk by a German submarine in September 1914.”  
 
“I remember that we had to stand in line to go into school with our hands on 
the shoulders of the one in front. The teacher would then inspect the 
cleanliness of our hands and nails, and make sure that shoes had been 
cleaned (if you had them!) I also remember that I wore long grey stockings 
and only black plimsolls to wear; there was a hole in the black canvas, 
probably where I had been kicking stones. And what did Les do? Well, I got 
the black boot polish and put extra on the grey sock that showed through the 
hole so that it would not be noticed.” 
 
“As children, we used to hear on the grapevine when the hare hounds were 
going to meet at the Chequers pub. All the boys and girls gathered outside 
ready to run off behind them. Through the hedgerows, over fences and 
ditches, across streams and through the woods. Our parents always allowed 
us to follow the hounds so long as we did our Saturday chores on Sunday 
morning.” 
 
“From the age of fourteen I started work at Mr. Roe’s dairy and smallholding. 
I worked from seven in the morning to five in the afternoon. I worked with the 
horse and pony, the pony pulled the milk float.” 

https://capelhistory-co-uk.webnode.com/
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Les went on to describe in great detail his work in the dairy, taking up a new job 
on Moat Farm, and recounting the various tasks he had to undertake as well as 
giving fascinating insights into times past. We are very fortunate to have such a 
vibrant record of how life was lived so many years ago, before mechanisation 
changed farming for ever 

Don Foreman 

Capel History Society 

A Capel Quiz 
 
Test your local knowledge with these 5 ques-
tions.  All you need to know can be found in the Capel 
Explored books or on the History Society’s web-
site.  There are no prizes, and the answers will be post-
ed on the website on Friday 5th March - https://
capelhistory-co-uk.webnode.com 
 

1. Who was the first chairman of Capel Country Friends? 

2. Which airship passed over Capel in 1930? 

3. Who saw the airship from his window? 

4. What self-build plane failed to take off from FOG Rec? 
5. Who is buried in the chancel of Capel Church? 

 

 

Smile Lines 
 
Common sense is not a gift. It’s a punishment because you have to deal with 
everyone who doesn’t have it. 
 
Save the earth. It’s the only planet with chocolate. 
 
A bus station is where a bus stops. A train station is where a train stops. On 
my desk I have a workstation. 
 
A journey of a thousand miles begins with a cash advance. 
 
The journey of a thousand miles begins with a broken fan belt and a flat tyre. 
 
The darkest hour is just before dawn. So, if you’re going to steal your neigh-
bour’s milk, that’s the time to do it. 

https://capelhistory-co-uk.webnode.com/
https://capelhistory-co-uk.webnode.com/
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Neville Edwards 

Fencing 
 

25 years experience in garden, 
agricultural and security fencing, 

tree and machine work. 
 

Local and reliable service 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Please ring for a free quotation and 
advice 

01580 388915/07557 412954 
neville.edwardsfencing@hotmail.co.uk  

mailto:neville.edwardsfencing@hotmail.co.uk
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CLIMATE CHANGE IS HAPPENING. 
Pat Crawford provides the RURAL FOCUS PRESS GROUP 

COMMENT AND ADVICE COLUMN 
 
A UN environment report indicates that, although countries have made 
progress in planning for climate change adaptation, there are significant 
financing shortfalls in ‘getting them to the stage where they provide real 
protection against droughts, floods and rising sea levels’.  It is estimated that 
developing countries require an $70bn to enable them to meet adaptation 
plans – potentially rising to $500bn in 2050.  
 
Secretary General Mr Guterres emphasised the importance of early warning 
systems: “Just 24 hours’ warning of a coming storm or heatwave, can cut the 
ensuing damage by 30 per cent”. A statement that resonates in the UK - 
especially in areas that have suffered repeated costly environment related 
catastrophes. 
Immediately he took office Mr Biden issued two executive orders that matter 
to the entire world.  He re-signed America to the Paris Climate Accord and re
-joined the World Health Organisation. 
MPs criticised the Bank of England for providing carbon-intensive companies 
with Covid-related finance packages without the attachment of environmental 
related conditions.  At least 230 large companies have been granted help.  
The failure to link to green policies is disappointing environmentalists.   
Two Kent farmers, Richard Bowe and Doug Wanstall, have set up Re-
Generation Earth to be a conduit between businesses, landowners, farmers 
and individuals interested in helping to mitigate Climate Change and reverse 
biodiversity collapse. Contact details/ Email: richard@re-
generationearth.com, Mobile: 07717 020225, www.re-generationearth.com 
 
MHA MacIntyre Hudson, one of the UK’s largest accountancy firms, is 
leading a Campaign ‘Support British Business’. Recognise, Appreciate, Value 
and Buy into everything we do well in Britain.  This includes our vitally 
important farming industry. 
‘Support British Business’ will help to save existing jobs, create new ones 
and assist the country back to economic stability. 
*** 
Footnote. Sponsored by Patricia Crawford Associates and MHA MacIntyre 
Hudson, the Rural Focus Group includes representatives/individuals from the 
National Farmers’ Union, Country Landowners’ Association, Action for 
Communities in Rural Kent, The English Apple Man, Professor Chris 
Atkinson, Hadlow Rural Community School, Greenwich University, Campaign 
for the Protection of Rural England, Ken Lyndon-Dykes, Kent Farmers’ 
Market Association, Friends of the Earth, Kent Young Farmers, Professor Ian 
Swingland, Produced in Kent, Men of Kent and Kentish Men, Royal 
Agricultural Benevolent Institution, Kent Tree and Pond Partnership, East 
Malling Research, et cetera. 

mailto:richard@re-generationearth.com
mailto:richard@re-generationearth.com
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2021 Update & AGM via Zoom 
March 23

rd
 7.30pm  

 
As you can imagine, the Fete committee is currently waiting on tenterhooks 
for Government announcements regarding public gatherings and whether 
these will be allowed in the summer.  
 
At this time in the year, we would normally have already held our AGM and 
would be starting to plan this year’s event. We are all itching to get going with 
planning a large village event for us all to enjoy. We would love to acclaim 
the end of lockdown, bid farewell to Covid-19 and to come together to cele-
brate our fantastic community but that may still have to wait.  
 
In the meantime, we shall still be holding an AGM and we would like to invite 
as many of you as want to join in a social evening (with a bit of business) via 
Zoom. Some members of the committee will be stepping down this year and 
there is always room for new committee members and ideas. Even if you 
would rather not join the committee, please just come along to meet us all 
virtually. You will be welcomed.  
 
The Annual General Meeting of the Capel Fete Committee is to be held virtu-
ally on Tuesday 23

rd
 March at 7.30pm via Zoom. Please email 

capelfete@gmail.com if you’d like to be sent the zoom invitation for the meet-
ing.  
 
IF the fete and fete-ival go ahead this year, they will be held on Friday 2

nd
 

July and Saturday 3
rd

 July. Please make a note in your diaries, just in case. 
 
Stay tuned to our social media channels for updates - Twitter and Facebook - 
as well as on our website www.capelfete.com . 

      Hilary Andrews 

      Secretary, Capel Fete Committee  

mailto:capelfete@gmail.com
http://www.capelfete.com
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The Night Sky in Five Oak Green – March 2021 
 
Planetary observers are looking forward to a lean time in the evenings during 
the coming months. Jupiter and Saturn have moved to the morning sky but 
are still too close to the Sun for observation whilst Mars is still visible after 
sunset and up until midnight but is a shadow of its former self. The red planet 
is currently within the borders of Taurus where it remains throughout the 
month passing close to the Pleiades cluster, otherwise known as the “Seven 
Sisters”, for a few days either side of the 3rd.  
 
If you look northwards around 8pm at the start of March you will see the 
Plough high in the sky with its handle pointing towards the north-eastern 
horizon. You may know that if you draw a line through the two stars in the end 
of the “bowl” of the plough (the end furthest from the handle) and continue it 
generally westwards, then it will pass an only moderately bright star called 
Polaris – the pole star. Because the Plough circles the pole (it never sets from 
the UK) it will depend what time of the day and year you look as to which 
direction you need to draw the line. Those two stars in the plough are useful 
in another way because if you extend your line in the opposite direction (away 
from Polaris) it leads you to Leo. The constellation of the lion is easily 
recognisable because the head and shoulders consist of stars that form a 
back to front question mark with the bright star at the bottom being a star of 
the “1st magnitude” called Regulus. 
 
In the South, the brilliant Orion, recognisable because of the three stars in his 

belt has just passed 
the meridian. If you 
follow the line of the 
belt stars towards the 
horizon you will pass 
close to Sirius, the 
brightest star in the 
night sky. If instead 
you follow the line of 
the belt in the other 
direction it will lead 
you towards the 
reddish star Aldebaran 
in the constellation of 
Taurus. 
 
Last month we looked 
at how the planets 
appear to move from 
our viewpoint here on 
Earth and began with 
the red planet Mars. 
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This time let’s look at the bodies from Jupiter out to Neptune, the latter of which 
is the most distant of the Sun’s family of planets. Pluto used to be the furthest 
out but was demoted in 2006, the reasons for which we’ll look at another time. 
 
As I said previously, when we look at the way the planets move, we have to 
take into account the fact that the Earth is also in motion. In the case of Mars 
both it and the Earth are heavily involved in where Mars appears in the sky and 
how it seems to behave. This is not the case with the planets that orbit beyond 
Mars. 
 
You may remember that in July last year Jupiter was at “opposition” – a time 
when the Sun, Earth and Jupiter were all in a line with the Earth in the middle. 
Opposition is the time when another planet is at its closest to us and 
coincidentally Saturn was also at opposition in the same month. If you look at 
the diagram the positions of all the Earth, Jupiter and Saturn are initially drawn 
for July 2020 and you can see that the Sun, Earth and Jupiter are in line. 
However, if we project their positions forward for a year we find the Earth back 
at the “July” position whilst Jupiter and Saturn have moved just a small 
percentage of their orbits during the same period.  
 
I mention in the first paragraph that Jupiter and Saturn have moved into the 
morning sky, the reason for which can be demonstrated using the diagram. If 
we move on from July last year to October, Jupiter and Saturn, from our 
viewpoint on Earth, would have appeared some distance from the Sun and to 
the east (left) of it. This means that when the Sun has set, the planets are still 
visible in the evening sky and will set later on. Then as we progressed towards 
January this year, the Sun moved more and more into our sight line with the 
planets until on January 29th the Earth, Sun and Jupiter were again in a line 
but with the Sun in the middle this time. In other words, as seen from Earth, 
Jupiter was directly behind the Sun – something known as “solar conjunction”. 
As the Earth moves from January towards April Jupiter (and Saturn) become 
visible on the other side of the Sun (to the west (right) of it) meaning they rise 
before the Sun and fade once daylight arrives. They will, of course, set before 
it. 
 
From this you can see that it is the Earth that is almost entirely responsible for 
how Jupiter and Saturn, as well as Uranus and Neptune, seem to behave. 
These four planets will have moved little in the time the Earth has taken to orbit 
the Sun once (a year). This is because their years are so much longer than 
ours with Jupiter’s lasting 11.9 years and Neptune’s 164.8 years. In the case of 
Neptune, it has only completed one orbit since it was discovered in 1846. 
 
Don’t forget that clocks go forward by one hour at 1am on Sunday 28th March 
2021.          

        Brian Mills  

          FRAS  
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Capel Cricket Club 
 
The first social occasion of the year for Capel Cricket Club 
is the quiz via Zoom on 13th March. See poster below. 
In the coming season we will be celebrating the 10th 
anniversary of bringing ‘Cricket back to Capel’. It will be our 
11th season, but you can blame the pandemic for the delay. 
We hope to have commemorative events starting in May. 

Watch out for further details. 
If you are a member or would like to join please renew or sign up for the 
season at https://webcollect.org.uk/capelcc 
 
£20 for playing members (male or female) and £10 for social members. Fees 
the same as last year- don’t miss out! 

https://webcollect.org.uk/capelcc
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All in the month of MARCH 
 

It was: 
1700 years ago, on 7

th
 March 321, that the Roman Emperor 

Constantine 1 (Constantine the Great) decreed that Sunday 
should be a day of rest throughout the Empire. 
 
1600 years ago, on 25

th
 March 421, that the city of Venice 

was officially founded when its first church was dedicated at 
noon. 
 

300 years ago, on 24
th
 March 1721, that Johann Sebastian Bach dedicated 

six of his concertos to Christian Ludwig Margrave of Brandenburg-
Schwedt.  They are now commonly known as the Brandenburg Concertos. 
 
200 years ago, on 19

th
 March 1821, that Sir Richard Burton, British explorer, 

writer and translator, was born.  He was noted for his translations of The 
Arabian Nights and the Kama Sutra. 
 
150 years ago, on 27

th
 March 1871, that the first international rugby union 

football match was held in Edinburgh. Scotland beat England 1 – 0. 
 
Also 150 years ago, on 29

th
 March 1871, that the 

Royal Albert Hall in London was officially opened by 
Queen Victoria. 
 
80 years ago, on 28

th
 March 1941, that Virginia 

Woolf committed suicide, aged 59. Author of To The 
Lighthouse, Mrs Dalloway, Orlando, and A Room of One’s Own, among 
others, she was one of the leading modernist writers of the 20

th
 century. 

 
75 years ago, on 5th March 1946, that Winston Churchill gave his famous 
‘Iron Curtain’ speech in Fulton, Missouri. He used the term to describe the 
separation between Soviet and Western countries. 
 
Also 75 years ago, on 25

th
 March 1946, that London’s Heathrow Airport was 

opened, as London Airport.  It was renamed Heathrow in 1966. 
 
65 years ago, on 23

rd
 March 1956, that Pakistan became the world’s first 

Islamic Republic. 
60 years ago, on 6

th
 March 1961, that George Formby, the ‘ukulele king’ 

died.  A British comedian, singer and actor, he was best known for his comic 
songs, including ‘When I’m Cleaning Windows’. 
 
Also 60 years ago, on 8

th
 March 1961, that Sir Thomas Beecham, British 

conductor and impresario died. He founded several major orchestras and 
transformed the operatic and orchestral scene in Britain. 
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50 years ago, on 8th March 1971, that the ‘Fight of the Century’ took place at 
Madison Square Garden in New York City. Two undefeated heavyweight 
boxers fought each other for the world title, with Joe Frazier defeating 
Muhammed Ali. 
 
40 years ago, on 1

st
 March 1981, that IRA member Bobby Sands began a 

hunger strike at Maze Prison, Northern Ireland.  He was elected as an MP to 
the British parliament on 10

th
 April, and died on 5

th
 May. 

 
Also 40 years ago, on 29

th
 March 1981, that the first London Marathon was 

held. 
 
30 years ago, on 3

rd
 March 1991, that 

American construction worker Rodney King 
was beaten by officers from the Los Angeles 
Police Department following a car chase.  The 
beating was captured on amateur 
video.  When the four officers were later 
acquitted in April 1992, it triggered the Los 
Angeles riots in which 53 people died and around $1billion worth of damage 
was caused. 
 
Also 30 years ago, on 14

th
 March 1991, that the convictions of the Birmingham 

Six were quashed by Britain’s Court of Appeal and they were released from 
prison after 16 years.  They had been convicted of carrying out pub bombings 
in Birmingham in 1974. 
 
Also 30 years ago, on 21

st
 March 1991, that the British Government 

announced that the controversial poll tax (officially called the community 
charge), which had sparked riots, was to be scrapped and replaced by a new 
property tax (council tax) from April 1993. 
 
25 years ago, on 13

th
 March 1996, that the Dunblane Massacre took place in 

Scotland. A gunman killed 16 children and a teacher at a primary school and 
wounded several others before taking his own life. 
 
Also 25 years ago, on 20

th
 March 1996, that the British Government reported 

that Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease (CJD) in humans was linked to BSE (mad cow 
disease) and could be transmitted to humans who ate infected beef. On 
25

th
 March the European Union banned the export of British beef (until 2006). 

20 years ago, on 8
th
 March 2001, that British racing driver Donald Campbell’s 

speedboat Bluebird was recovered from the bottom of Coniston Water in 
Cumbria.  (It had crashed and sank during a record attempt in January 1967 in 
which he was killed.) 
 
15 years ago, on 1

st
 March 2006, that the Senedd, the National Assembly for 

Wales’s debating chamber, was officially opened by Queen Elizabeth II in 
Cardiff. 
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10 years ago, on 11th March 2011, that the great Tohoku earthquake and 
tsunami of Japan took place.  It shifted 
Japan’s main island, Honshu, 2.4 metres to 
the east. 15,897 people were killed, 2,533 
went missing, and nearly a quarter of a 
million were made homeless.  Three 
reactors at the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear 
Power Plant went into meltdown, leading to 
the second-largest nuclear accident in 
history. 
 
Also 10 years ago, on 15

th
 March 2011, the 

Syrian Civil War began. It still continues 
toda       Article from The Parish Pump 

 

‘One Year On’ 
 
It was just over a year ago that the WHO discussed the coronavirus that was 
starting to spread around the world. None of us could have foreseen the dev-
astating effect on our world, with over 80 million people infected and nearly 
two million deaths. How has the pandemic challenged our faith, as we look 
back over the last year? 
 
Firstly, it has forced us to face up to the reality of our situation. We cannot 
underestimate the health, social and economic effects of the virus on our 
lives, churches and communities. We have learned how to do church online, 
but the future shape of church life is uncertain! 
 
As the apostle Paul writes: ‘We are hard pressed on every side, but not 
crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not abandoned; 
struck down, but not destroyed. We always carry around in our body the 
death of Jesus’ (2 Cor 4:8-10). 
The pandemic has challenged so much of what we take for granted, but also 
demonstrated that God is alongside to help us in these circumstances. 
 
Secondly, alongside the fear and uncertainty of this year, we have also 
learned to find new faith and hope in Jesus. The experience of Jesus’ 
death and His resurrection provides a pattern for us in facing the future: ‘so 
that His life may also be revealed in our mortal body. So then, death is at 
work in us, but life is at work in you.’ (2 Cor 4:10-12). 
 
During the season of Lent, as we anticipate the events at Easter, it’s good to 
focus on the promise of sharing in the death and resurrection of Jesus. As we 
consider our present struggles, are we ready to surrender them to Jesus? 
May the hope of Easter Day take us forward into the coming year. 
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Capel Greenbelt Gathering 
Tuesday 2

nd
 March 7pm 

 

 
Please join us on Tuesday 2nd March 
at 7pm to learn more about a new 
registered charity here in Capel. The 
Capel Greenbelt Protection Society has 
been established to protect and 
enhance our Greenbelt countryside, 
alongside providing education projects 
to help understand and preserve our 
beautiful environment. 

 

 

We have a lot to celebrate, living in our Greenbelt Parish, but we also face 
some threats and possible changes. Our first Greenbelt Gathering will give 
you a quick run through of a range of topics, from walking and wilding, to 
traffic, quarrying, new roads and housebuilding. The Local Plan public 
consultation starts on March 26th and we want everyone to understand the 
importance of this process for Capel and all of Tunbridge Wells Borough. We 
will also outline some of the fun projects we will be launching after lockdown, 
promoting wellness for all of the community and green initiatives for our 
children. 
 

 

There will be an opportunity for everyone to ask questions. If you would like 
to attend, please email cgps2021@gmail.com and we will send you the 
Zoom link. You can also ask questions in advance via this email address. 
When guidelines allow, we very much look forward to holding a Greenbelt 
Gathering outdoors in the fresh air (and sunshine!) with tea and cakes. For 
now, we hope you will gather with us online and share your thoughts about 
the future of Capel’s Greenbelt and Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty. 
 

 

The Capel Greenbelt Protection Society is working with Capel Parish 

Council, Keep Kent Green and Save Capel to support our community and 

protect our countryside. We are a member of the London Green Belt Council. 

We are a Charitable Incorporated Organisation registered with the Charity 

Commission of England and Wales #1192171. CGPS exists to benefit the 

General Public and will apply for grant funding from the Government, 

National Lottery and other sources to support local projects and initiatives in 

2021 and beyond.  
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For enquiries about advertising please email capelparishnews@hotmail.com 

If you would like to subscribe to the magazine, it only costs £6 for 12 issues.  If 
you live outside the free delivery area, we are happy to post it to you (currently 
£15 pa).  To arrange a subscription and delivery please email 
capelparishnews@hotmail.com 

The editors welcome contributions from anyone on any subject of community 
interest, e.g. Bygone memories, articles from the younger generation, and 
letters to the editors.  If you would like ANY event happening in the Parish 
mentioned in ‘Dates for your diary’, please let us have the details. 

Copy deadline for the April issue is 8
th
 March.  Please note that items received 

after this date cannot be guaranteed to be included in next month’s magazine.  
Please also note that the email account is only checked after 8

th
, so you may 

not receive an acknowledgement for articles submitted until after that date. 

To submit articles for the magazine, please send as a ‘Word’ file attachment by 
email to capelparishnews@hotmail.com, or for handwritten items, place in the 
Parish News box, outside Oak House, Five Oak Green Road. 

 
Apocalyptic films more popular 

 
You’d think that the real-life pandemic would be frightening enough, but 
instead apocalyptic films on streaming services have soared in popularity this 
past year. 
 
And it seems that people who enjoy movies about zombies, alien invasions 
and apocalyptic pandemics may even be coping better than most of us. A 
recent study published in the journal Personality and Individual 
Differences has found that people who like frightening entertainment are 
more likely to have ‘mentally rehearsed’ for the pandemic.  Films like 28 
Days Later and Dawn of the Dead “apparently serve as mental rehearsal for 
actual events.” 
 

Article from The Parish Pump 

 

mailto:capelparishnews@hotmail.com
mailto:capelparishnews@hotmail.com
mailto:capelparishnews@hotmail.com
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PARISH CONTACTS 
Beavers……………………………………………………………… 01892 838010 
Borough Councillor………………...………………………………. 01892 832118  
Brownies…………………………………………………………….. 01892 832825 
Capel Village Hall…………………………………………………... 01892 833363 
Capel Village Hall (Letting Secretary)……………………………. 01892 833678 
Capel Country Friends…………………………………………….. 01892 835029  
Capel Cricket Club..................................................................... 01892 832681 
Capel Gardeners Society………………………………...……….. 01732 362073 
Capel Parish Council Office………………………………………. 01892 837524 
Capel Path Rangers……………………………………..………… 01892 836609  
Capel Sports & Social Club……………………...………………… 01892 837033 
Capel Toddler Group……………………………………………….. 01689 872231  
Citizens’ Advice Bureau…………………………………………… 01892 834533 
Cubs…………………………………………………………………. 01892 838010 
Doctors – Woodlands Health Centre…………………………….. 01892 833331 
Environment Agency FLOODLINE (for warnings)  0845 988 1188 

EMERGENCY HOTLINE(for blocked ditches etc) 0800 807060 
Five Oak Green in Bloom Coordinator                  fiveoakgreenbloom@gmail.com 
Goldsmid Hall (Booking Secretary)………….…………………… 01892 835137 
Guides……………………………………………………………….. 01892 832665 
Hoppers (Booking secretary) hoppersbookings@gmail.com 07940 133809 
Hospitals:  Tunbridge Wells Hospital at Pembury……………. 01892 823535  
Kent County Council……………………………………………….. 0300 0414141  
Marriage Guidance Council (Relate)……………………………… 01892 529927 
National Rail Enquiries…………………………………………….. 0845 7484950 
PADDARA…………………………………………………………... 01892 835985 
Paddock Wood Community Advice Centre................................ 01892 838619 
Paddock Wood U3A................................................................... 01892 833413 
Police: Non-Emergency Numbers……………………….………… 101 
 Hearing/Speech impaired text "Police" and your message to 60066.  
Rainbows……………………………………………………………... 01892 835700 
Rangers........................................................................................ 01892 832665 
Samaritans…………………………………….……………………... 01892 532323 
Schools: Capel Pre-School……...………….…………………..       07936 151326 
    Capel Primary……….……...….………….........……. 01892 833919 
    Mascalls…………………………..…………………... 01892 835366 
Scouts…………………………………………………………………. 01892 838010 
South East Water - supply enquiries and leaks............................ 033300 00002 
Tonbridge & Malling Borough Council……………………………. 01732 844522 
TravelLine (Public Transport Timetables)………………………… 0871 2002233  
Tunbridge Wells Borough Council………………………………… 01892 526121 
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