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 Last year at this time and in this report I said 
“The most important issue this year to the Parish 
Council and residents has been the Tunbridge 
Wells Local Plan”. It will surprise nobody here to 
learn that it still is. Last year we spent a £20 000 
sinking fund paying for legal representation at 
the hearings that eventually took place between 
May and July. We supported the stance taken by 
Save Capel (an organisation that started life as 
a working party of the Parish Council) and co-
operated with them in using the same counsel 
to put our case. Being represented by the same 
legal team, led by the eminent planning barrister, 
Paul Brown KC, reduced costly preparation work 
and achieved better value for money for the 
community. We were heartened by the Inspector’s 
Initial Response that cast doubt on the viability of 
Tudeley and raised issues over development in East 
Capel especially relating to flood issues. We await 
TWBC’s considered response to this which is now 
planned for the summer, and we have allocated 
further funds to support legal representation 
should more hearings be necessary in the autumn.
 Carrying on from last year Capel Parish Council 
also pressed ahead with the production of a Capel 
Neighbourhood Plan and accompanying design 
codes which will stand alongside the Tunbridge 
Wells Local Plan (TWLP) in determining planning 
in the parish for years to come. Indeed, at the 
present rate of progress it may well come into 
force before the TWLP. The draft Plan is now 
complete and the initial consultation, known as 
Regulation 14, starts this evening. Further details 
will follow later in the meeting. However, I should 
pay tribute to the residents and parish councillors 
who have served on the working party turning up 
to meetings online, face to face and workshops 
over the last three years. It is a tribute to their 
dedication that we have reached this stage so 
quickly despite lockdown happening the month 
after the Parish was designated under the Localism 
Act. I would urge all residents to read the Capel 
Draft Neighbourhood Plan and give us their views 
as we progress through the consultation process 
to a referendum which we hope will be next year.
 We have also rewritten the priorities on the 
parish Highway Improvement Plan which is the way 
parish councils negotiate highway improvements 
with KCC. This has been an ongoing issue for 

some considerable time. We have been seeking a 
safe crossing place on the B2017 for many years 
and drew up a traffic calming scheme at the behest 
of KCC and at considerable expense only be told 
that the road is not suitable for traffic calming, but 
perhaps after all we can have a crossing anyway. 
Negotiations with KCC on that continue together, 
amongst other things, with our request for a 40 
mph limit on Alders Road. KCC are not prepared 
to replace the interactive speed indicator1 that 
was damaged last year, so the parish council is 
to buy a moveable indicator to replace it at an 
estimated cost to the parish of £9000. We will 
need volunteers to help us move this and to help 
run the parish’s Speed Watch scheme. If you are 
interested, please give your details to the clerk.

Capel Parish Accounts

 Last summer the parish council was successful 
in its request for the Queens Head public house 
to be made an ‘Asset of Community Value’ as it 
is the only pub within walking distance of Five 
Oak Green. We hope the outcome will be the re-
opening of the building as a pub/café in the not 
too distant future. 
 The parish council Recreation and Allotments 
working party has been focused on further 
improvements to the recreation ground. Last 
summer saw the restoration of the Egyptian 
themed bench by three residents in the old under-
fives play area (an original or a copy of those on the 
Embankment in London produced in the 1870’s? 
– we would be grateful for any local knowledge 
on that question or how it ended up in Five Oak 
Green!), and the placing of a container paid for by 
a local resident in the allotments. We are about 
to update the CCTV to extend its coverage to 
the pavilion, the MUGA and the play area. We 
hope this will provide the extra security that the 

users have asked for and make the Recreation 
Ground safer for all.We are working with Five Oak 
Green Community Gardening Group who put in 
seven new cherry trees in the orchard and plan 
an inspiration board and bench to accompany 
them. The Parish Council are planning a finger 
post next to the car park which will direct visitors 
to the Community Orchard,3 play area, MUGA and 
other points of interest. We are also working with 
the charity Friends of Five Oak Green Recreation 
Ground who raised money for picnic tables around 
the play area and are now seeking funding for a 
pump track.
 Electric vehicle2 charging points, our first 
project to tackle and raise awareness of the climate 
emergency are due to be installed imminently at 
the entrance to the car park.
 The last year has been one of great change. Last 
September we sent a letter of condolence to the 
King4 on the death of his late mother expressing 
our gratitude for her decades of service to the 
country and the Commonwealth. Last summer 
we celebrated the Platinum Jubilee among other 
things by planting ‘Five Oaks for Five Oak Green’ 
(we are waiting for later in the spring to see how 
well they have survived last summer’s drought 
and this winter’s weather!). We also look forward 
to the Coronation weekend in May when there will 
be Big Lunch picnic on the recreation ground (or 
in the village hall if wet!) to which all residents are 
invited. The pavilion bar will be open and a cricket 
match between Capel and Wateringbury will be 
played.
 I would like to thank all my fellow parish 
councillors for the time and effort they give to 
support the community. One advantage we have 
had over the two years since the last parish election 
is stability. We have had no changes in personnel 
and this has made it much easier to proceed with 
the work of the council in serving the community. 
Your councillors are: Hugh Patterson (chairman); 
Maggie Fenton (Vice Chairman); Ewan Mackenzie; 
Charles Mackonochie; William Malpas; Suzi Rich; 
Ashley Saunders; Trevor Sawyer; and Sian Young. 
 At the same time, you are alerted to the fact 
there is a parish election due next year and as all 
successful organisations are blends of continuity 
and renewal so new candidates with a wish to 
serve their community are always welcome.
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 Finally but not least, I am sure all the parish 
councillors would like to put on record our thanks 
to Louise Goldsmith our parish manager and 
clerk for all her hard work over the last almost 
two years since she has been in post. Louise 
is not only the Proper Officer who is legally 
responsible for everything the council does, but 
also the chief executive who organises meetings 
and communicates with councillors and outside 
bodies. In that time she has made the council a 
more efficient and more proactive organisation 
better fitted to represent the needs of our residents. 
Last year Louise successfully completed the 
Certificate in Local Council Administration (CiLCA) 
which would allow the council after the next 
election (provided it is contested!) to give itself the 
Power of General Competence under the 2011 
Local Government Act and with it a wider range of 
powers to serve local residents.
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